Dear People Whom God Loves,                                         
A BIG MISTAKE
So many of us learned somewhere, somehow that God will love us when we get good, when we have our act together, when we keep all the rules.
Similar to this is the notion that if we are good enough God will reward us with heaven.

This was drilled into me from the time I was little.  Though I know better now there are still traces of that in me that show their ugly head from time to time.

This does not mean that goodness is not good.  It does mean that when we think this way our goodness will be superficial and of little benefit to ourselves or others.  I realize that some of this is necessary when we are young, and are not capable of a deeper morality.  The tragic thing is that it has a tendency to stick with us when we are capable of a deeper morality beyond moralism.  I could use the term deeper spirituality.

******

What is the problem with this mistake?  Why does it become a block in our spiritual growth?

It seems to me that we will then believe that we have become good by our own efforts and willpower.  That leads me to think that I am special because of what I have done and what I have accomplished.  That inflates my ego into being egocentric.  Egocentricity is just a big word for me, me, me.  That lessens our tendency to be drawn into us, us, us.

This draws us into pride and not humility.  When we are drawn into humility, we are grateful and realize that we have received a gift.  A gift is a gift.  It is not something deserved or earned.  This does not mean that my will power or goodness is without value.  It may help some people.  It will, however, block my and their spiritual growth.

This may seem puzzling.  It is the kind of thing that we must ponder humbly until this moment that at some level we can say – I get it.  I will try to somewhat clarify this a little later.

******

When we love someone, we will stick by them and be willing to help them when their behavior is not pleasing to us.  (This is not to be confused with enabling them in their bad behavior.)  The deeper our love, the more this is true.  The love of LOVE (God) is infinite.  This is why being abandoned by God doesn’t happen.  It may seem to us that we are abandoned but we are not.  We are not abandoned because we are faithful but because LOVE (God) is faithful to who he is.  “If we are unfaithful he remains faithful, for he cannot deny himself.”  2TM. 2-13.

Being loved can transform us.  People in horrible situations have been transformed by love.  As long as it is truly love it doesn’t make any difference whether the love has a romantic element or whether it does not.  Love heals.

Once in a while some people have a spiritual experience of being overwhelmingly loved by LOVE.  As example of this is the love experience in a near death experience.  This can bring about a deep and often quick conversion.

This is not the way for most of us.  It seems to me that LOVE usually works through our human loving of someone.  LOVE works through our humans free choice of loving.  (Even though this is our choice LOVE is helping us to make that choice).  Remember, the experience of being deeply loved can bring about the transformation of a person.  We cannot force transformation in anyone.

This is the mistake that I have made and many religious leaders make.  Tell them what the rule and then try to get them to conform by using guilt or some other pressure.  This does not work.  Some people will just turn away and not be transformed.  Other people will conform but will not be transformed.  I understand that this was what Jesus was talking about when he said "Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the seat of honor in the synagogue and greetings in the market places”.  LK 11, 43.  “Woe to you scholars of the law: you impose on people burdens hard to carry, but you yourselves do not lift one finger to touch them.” LK 11, 46.  We can only be loved into love.
It is my personal experience that only when I have been graced to acknowledge my sins and mistakes, that only when I have been graced to realize that I am loved and have received undeserved forgiveness can LOVE work through me to bring LOVE to others.  

Our image of God creates us.  When we are graced to see God as loving, understanding forgiveness, then LOVE can flow through us to others.  

Smile, God Loves You, 
Father Clay
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