Dear People Whom God Loves,                                         
FAITH/BELIEFS
I have been reading about and pondering on faith and beliefs.  Here are some thoughts of mine at this point.
I think of faith as an internal awareness that there is an ultimate reality that is beyond and other than the universe that can be investigated, calculated, measured and understood by our senses, reason and science.

This internal awareness cannot be reasoned to but is not unreasonable.  Reason cannot explain why there is a universe.  Reason leaves this question unanswered.  Hence it is not unreasonable to hold that this internal awareness is pointing to something that is real but mysterious.

Since this faith corresponds to our human longing for some closure to our intellect’s search for meaning and our hearts desire for peaceful rest, it is not unreasonable to trust that internal awareness.  Indeed that faith can enrich our lives.

That faith can be put into a belief such as saying:  I believe in God.  That belief allows us connect with others who have a similar internal awareness.  That belief points to and carries within it something of what our internal awareness is aware of.  I think that is why the articles of the creed are called symbols of faith.

******

The Jewish people had a faith awareness that this ultimate reality was personal (not in the sense that a human is a person) and could be interacted with.  Relationship with ultimate reality was possible and to be desired.  That is why Jesus called God-Yahweh-ultimate reality Abba.  A tender childhood word for father.
When we use the word Father (as in the Trinity) we are stating a belief that the ultimate reality is the source of all beings is loving and invites us into relationships.  Faith and beliefs are interwoven but we can distinguish them.  We are the beneficiaries of the belief of the Jewish people. 
******

After Jesus’ resurrection many of his disciples had the experience that Jesus still lived.  He was alive but it was not the same as the life they had shared with him on earth.  They came to these gradually through doubts and confusion.

The disciples also had the inner awareness (faith) that in these encounters with the risen Jesus that they were encountering God.  This eventually came to be expressed in the belief calling Jesus Son (as in the Trinity).  At the same time, holding that Jesus is a full human being.  The doctrine of the Incarnation is the belief that formulated this internal faith awareness.  Beliefs help us to express the faith awareness and pass it on.

The followers of Jesus had the inner awareness that Jesus was sending his Spirit into them and their community.  Jesus was still actively engaged with them through the Spirit.  Ultimate Reality was active in their life bringing healing and forgiveness.  Also, bringing them the ability to proclaim and bring about the reign of God.  This mission of Jesus became their mission.  They would never be alone.  This faith was expressed in the belief, Holy Spirit.  Ultimate reality was alive within them.
******

Holy Trinity is the belief that expresses the faith that is all of this and much more.

Smile, God Loves You, 
Father Clay
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