


 
Dear People Whom God Loves, 
 
                              Eros, a Deep Fire of Desire 
                                      
Since to be God is to be Love, all the choices that Love makes have to be 
loving. When we act lovingly we are choosing what we believe is truly in the 
best interest of the one we love. We are limited in our love and wisdom, so 
what we do is not always in the best interest of the other person. However, 
since God is infinite Love and Wisdom, God’s choices will always be in our 
best interest. Love (God) is always drawing us towards the goal of being 
loving, happy people—harmoniously related to each other and all of 
creation. We Christians believe that God is doing this through entering into 
humanity in Jesus and dwelling in us by the Holy Spirit. 
 
When our eros is directed toward God, this means that we are willing to be 
drawn into becoming God-like (Love-like). Then we are becoming what we 
are meant to be. 
 
What does it mean for our eros to be directed to the poor? Instead of “the 
poor” I would rather use “those in need.” I like that better because “poor” 
can often mean just those who are economically poor. (I don’t mean, 
however, to lessen our concern for those who don’t have sufficient food, 
lack decent medical care and a decent place to live.) 
 
I think that “those in need” include all of us. That means me too. It can 
mean those caught in addiction; those caught in pursuit of wealth, power, 
fame and status; those caught in sin; those caught in medical problems, 
whether physical, mental or emotional; those caught in isolation and 
loneliness; those caught in feeling superior to other people; those caught in 
feeling inferior to other people, and those on the margins. 
 
If we can see people as people in need, this will soften our hearts and draw 
us into deeper and broader love. Also we must remember to make our help 
loving and wise, not paternalistic. We are all fundamentally equal. We are all 
in the human boat. 
 
I see that directing our eros toward God and toward “those in need” (“the 
poor”) is all one and the same. I think that this is what Jesus meant when  
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AUGUST CALENDAR 
MONDAYS 

Al-Anon: 11:30am-12:30pm, Parish Center 
 

TUESDAYS 
Women’s Spirituality Group: 6:00-7:30pm, on the second and fourth 
Tuesdays. These groups meet on the church lawn or via online. 
Please call Lindsay Lopez at 651-292-1913 with any questions. 

 
THURSDAYS 

Women’s Spirituality Group: 10:00-11:30am on the church or via 
online. 
Centering Prayer: 7:00-8:00pm online.  
Lectio Divina: 6:00-6:50 pm currently meeting online.  
Please call Lindsay Lopez at 651-292-191 with any questions or 
information to join meetings online. 
 

SATURDAYS 
Penance: 3:00-3:30pm  
Mass: 4:00pm 
 

SUNDAYS 
 Mass: 8:00am and 10:00am 
 
AUGUST SPECIAL EVENTS  

 Community Movie Night on church lawn: Wednesday, August 12  

 Sought Through Prayer and Meditation Workshop: Step 8, 
Tuesday, August 11, 12:00pm—1:30pm, online. Please contact 
Lindsay Lopez 651-292-1913 or lindsay@ststans.org for 
information on how to join the virtual meeting. 

 First Communion: Our Religious Education Sacraments Class 
students will be celebrating their First Communion this month. 
More to come.   

 
MASSES—AUGUST 1—AUGUST 9 
Sat.  4:00 Robert Keane    Sat.  4:00 All Suffering from Covid-19 
Sun.  8:00 Francis Kittock  Sun.  8:00 Delores Thorpe 
       10:00 Steve Johnson Family         10:00 Sean Mulcahy 
 

LECTIO DIVINA 
The eyes of all look hopefully to you, and you give them their food in due 
season; you open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

he told us to love God with everything within us and to love our neighbor as ourselves.  
 
We turn now to three erotic women: 
 
Mother Teresa was not sexually active. She was erotic. She had fire in her belly. Fr. 
Rolheiser says that she was a dynamo of energy. She was disciplined. That means that her 
dynamic energy was channeled. It wasn’t spread in different directions. It was directed 
toward God and the poor. This is why she was considered a saint. Her spirituality was 
focused on “the one thing”—God and the poor. 
 
Janis Joplin, like Mother Teresa, was a woman with fiery, energized, strong eros. The 
difference is that her energy went in all directions. Fr. Rolheiser writes: “Unlike Mother 
Teresa, however, Janis could not will ‘the one thing.’ She willed many things. Her great 
energy went out in all directions and eventually led to an early death. But those activities—a 
total giving over to creativity, performance, drugs, booze and sex, coupled with the neglect 
of normal rest—were her spirituality.” She split open her humanness. She was not whole. 
 
Princess Diana was also a person of strong erotic energy. This energy was split in two 
ways—channeled into a luxurious jet setter life and into helping the poor. She was not 
whole. This split must have caused her much pain. She was not focused on “the one thing.” 
Her focus on the poor made her like Mother Teresa. She was unlike Mother Teresa because 
she was not focused on “the one thing.” She was like Janis Joplin in her focus on the high 
life. She was unlike Janis Joplin because was focused on the poor. 
 
I guess that many of us, probably most of us, are somewhat of a mixture like Princess 
Diana. Our lives and our will are not focused on “the one thing” only. We are focused on 
other things as well. 

 
 
More to come.               Smile, God loves you, 

                     Father Clay 
 

 

OPEN WIDE OUR HEARTS  
In November 2018 the Catholic bishops of the United States released a Pastoral Letter 
Against Racism called, Open Wide Our Hearts. The letter is a powerful invitation for all 
the people of God to “face courageously the vice of racism, . . . reach out generously to the 
victims of this evil, to assist the conversion needed in those who still harbor racism, and to 
begin to change policies and structures that allow racism to persist.” At usccb.org/racism, 
you can read the entire letter, get new resources and find ideas for how we can respond.  
We have also made copies available in church and on our website. 



IT’S GOOD TO BE BACK AT MASS WITH YOU!   
We are so happy to be back to mass and with our 
beloved parish community even with limited 

attendance. We returned to mass the first 
weekend in July while wearing masks and 

continuing to practice social distancing of six feet 
in all directions. It was our plan to live stream 
mass once we reopened and while we did our 
best to get the video onto YouTube, we encountered problems which have been 
challenging to resolve. We did consult with a few other parishes about how they are 
providing online masses to their parish communities, and it was clear that nearly all 
providing any live streaming masses found they had to hire videographers.  We 
apologize very much for this inconvenience and are working to find a solution with 
Flocknote which is how we are now getting emails out to all of you who use email.  
 
In the meantime, here are some of changes we continue to have in place: 

 Our greeters are here to help welcome people coming in and assist with the 

flow of movement within our church, seating from front to back of church. 

 Pews have been marked to maintain social distancing 

 Missals and songbooks have been temporarily removed from the pews as a 

precaution. We will not be singing until safe to do so. 

 All are required to wear masks 

 We have two designated baskets—one in the front of church and one near 

the vestibule to collect all donations in lieu of ushers 

 Our holy water fonts remain emptied 
 

Please feel free to contact Kim Myers, Parish Administrator at 651-224-7998 

or kimmyers@ststans.org with any questions or concerns.   
 
DISCIPLE MAKER INDEX SURVEY (DMI) 
You may recall as part of the Archdiocesan Synod, last March parishes throughout the 
Archdiocese were offered to take part in the Catholic Leadership Institute’s DMI 
Survey. The survey allowed parishioners to reflect on their own spiritual growth and 
provide feedback on parish efforts to help in the process. Parishioners were asked to 
take this 10-15 minute survey on their smartphone, tablet or computer. Paper surveys 
were also provided. Responses were asked to be submitted by March 1, 2020. St. 
Stan’s will be provided with our parish results later this fall. There will be some 
upcoming training to help review and identify important areas. Parishioner, Zoe Ryan 
and Parish Administrator, Kim Myers will be attending the three part training over the 
next three months. In the meantime, if you have any questions please feel free to 
contact Kim Myers at 651-224-7998 or kimmyers@ststans.org.  

SOUGHT THROUGH PRAYER AND MEDITATION  WORKSHOP 
This workshop is still meeting once a month on the second Tuesday of each month from 
12pm-1:30pm but is now meeting online. Each month we will discuss one of the 12 Steps 
and look at how Step 11 plays a role in our understanding of that step. This workshop will 
be facilitated by Mary Lapham and Lindsay Lopez. This month the  virtual meeting will be on 
Step 8 on Tuesday, August 11 from 12-1:30pm. To register call or email Lindsay Lopez at 
651-292-1913 or lindsay@ststans.org. 
 
ST. STAN’S YOUTH GROUP UPDATE 
Hello from the St. Stan’s Youth Group! Our group has been meeting online since March and 
just ended our regular meetings in the online format. Unfortunately our highly anticipated 
trip to San Juan, Guatemala for late July has been postponed until next summer. Between 
concerns over whether we would even be allowed to travel there and also what kind of 
interactions with the people we would be able to have amidst COVID concerns, postponing 
the trip seemed our best choice.  
We have two exciting events we are working on in place of our trip. One was a Service Day, 
in July in which our students and parents participated in some educational activities around 
racial justice and provided outreach in the Twin Cities community. 
  
Our other event is a community movie night planned for Wednesday, August 12th. 
We will show a movie on the lawn at church with popcorn and drinks provided. This event 
will be open to the church and the neighborhood as we build community together. Please 
keep our young people in St. Stans Youth Group in your thoughts and prayers as we 
continue to learn and grow together in our ever changing world. 
 
Congratulations to Youth Group Students Liliana Pickert, Garrett McDermott, and Austin 
Ranweiler who eached received a $1,000.00 Youth Group College Scholarship! 

 
TOGETHERNESS  by Parishioner Patty Wilkerson 
 

Life experiences are meant to be shared. 
 

Maybe with many or just a few, and even one will surely do. 
 

But if you keep them privately in your head, always share them with God  
when you go to bed. 

 
Remember togetherness was meant to be, that’s one of God’s gifts for you and for me. 

 
Even though Coronavirus physically keeps us apart, the distance between us bridges the 

gap with the love in our hearts. 
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FALL FESTIVAL AND CRAFT FAIR 
We all know life has changed and, we find ourselves in uncertain times. To ensure 

everyone’s safety, we made the decision to cancel this 
year’s Fall Festival and Craft Fair. As you know, these two 
events are a key part of St. Stan’s yearly fundraising 
efforts. In lieu of these events this fall, we are offering a 

Special Raffle with a Grand Prize of 
$10,000.00!! The Special Raffle works by selling 350 

tickets at $100.00 each. That gives you a 1 in 350 chance 
of being a winner!  All raffle tickets must be paid for and 
picked up at the Rectory at 398 Superior Street.  In 

addition to the Grand Prize of $10,000, the Second prize will be $1,000.00.  Third 
prize will be $500.00. Fourth prize will be $500.00.  Fifth prize will be $500.00. The 
drawing for this Special Raffle will take place on our Fall Festival date of Sunday, 
September 13. The drawing will take place on the church lawn at 11:00a.m., 
following our 10am mass. You do not need to be present to win.  
    ~~~ 
To ensure all 350 tickets are sold we are opening the raffle to everyone: employees, 
volunteers, parishioners and their families and friends. Sale of the raffle tickets will 
be first come, first served. Tickets will be available for sale by contacting Kim Myers 
at 651-224-7998 or kimmyers@ststans.org or Lindsay Lopez at 651-292-1913 or 
lindsay@ststans.org. Please feel free to call Kim Myers at 651-224-7998 or 
kimmyers@ststans.org with any questions or concerns.  

 
MISSION COOPERATION PLAN VISITON BEHALF OF THE VENEZUELA 
MISSION 

Father John Floeder visited with us the weekend of July 11 & 12 on behalf of 
the Venezuela Mission. Since 1970, the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis 
has sent priests to serve the Diocese of Ciudad Guayana in Venezuela. The 
mission includes parish ministry in Jesu Christo Resusitado Parish in the city of 
San Felix which is one of the poorest areas of the diocese. The parish mission is 
made up of 11 barrios (neighborhoods). This entails providing sacramental and 
pastoral ministry, assisting in caring for human and social needs of the 
community and empowering members to help themselves by encouraging 
education, vocational training and small business creation. The mission has 
particular apostolates in the areas of medical and dental care, meals for the 
poor and St. Vincent de Paul ministry to the elderly, sick and homebound.  The 
funds collected by the mission appeals will be used to support the ministries of 
the mission parish. Donations are still welcome; please find envelopes in the 
pews and at the donation baskets in the front and back of church. Thank you 
for you kind support.  

SEPTEMBER 18 RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
St. Stan’s will again be hosting a blood drive to support the Red Cross, FRIDAY, 
September 18 from 9am-3pm. There will be a Red Cross blood mobile in front of the 
church.To sign up contact Mark Thiel at 651-647- 6675 or mmmka@comcast.net. You may 
also register at www.redcrossblood.org and use sponsor code “St Stan”. Drop-ins are also 
welcome. Refreshments will be provided, also inside the blood mobile.  

 

THE CATHOLIC SPIRIT 
If you would like to receive a free subscription of The Catholic Spirit newspaper, please 
feel free to contact Kim Myers, Parish Administrator at 651-224-7998 or 
kimmyers@ststans.org. Free subscriptions are made available by the Archdiocese of St. 
Paul and Minneapolis.   
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
Our Religious Education students will be making their First Communion during the 
month of August. Please keep them and their families in your prayers.   
 
WE CARE ABOUT YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY. HEALTH SCREENING IN THE 
TIME OF COVID-19 
St. Stan’s is posting The Minnesota Department of Health posters that note for your 
safety and others the following health screening questions. 
 
If you have any of these symptoms, go home, stay away from other people, and 
contact your health care provider: 
 

 Fever or Feeling Feverish 
 

 Chills 

 
 A New Cough 

 
 Shortness of Breath 

 
 A New Sore Throat 

 
 New Muscle Aches 

 
 New Headache 

 
 New Loss of Smell or Taste 

 

mailto:kimmyers@ststans.org
mailto:lindsay@ststans.org
mailto:kimmyers@ststans.org
mailto:mmmka@comcast.net
http://www.redcrossblood.org/
mailto:kimmyers@ststans.org

